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86 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

Mr. C. G. Leland, from his knowledge of Italian sorcery, gives examples 
of Italian parallels to the Mexican use of love philters. He cites a supersti- 
tion, in which the snake or lizard figures in a way similar to the axolotl in 
Captain Bourke's account (p. 120). 

With respect to properties popularly attributed to the lizard, Mr. Leland 
cites a passage from the " Animalium Historia Sacra," of F. Wolfgang, 
Amsterdam, 1654 : — 

" Lacerta animal tarn est notum quam quod notissimum esse potest. In 
Aegypto est quoddam genus lacertae, quod vocant Sciuncum, seu scincum, 
et ex Aegypto solet ad nos deferri falcus scincus, propinarique magnatibus 
ad excitandum venerem et videtur nihil aliud esse nisi genus crocodili 
terrestris quod habet squamas versas ad caput, autem tenuem et candidam. 
Porro noster lacertus seu lacerta valde amat hominem et conspectu ipso 
mirifice est gesticulosa," etc. 

As respects the use of the poker, when laid against the grate, for the 
purpose of brightening fires, cited as an example of a fire superstition 
(p. 127), Mr. William Corner, San Antonio, Texas, remarks that in this case 
he thinks no superstitious idea is connected with the practice. He has 
seen it applied only to coal fires, where it seems to have utility, and has 
never heard it associated with superstition, although west of England people 
who employ it for this purpose abound in superstitions. 

The Lode-Stone. — (See p. 130). John Baptista Porta (" Natural Magic," 
Eng. trans., London, 1685), speaking " Of the Wonders of the Lode-stone," 
says that this stone is " Male or Female " (p. 191). He cites Plutarch and 
Ptolemy to the effect that garlic neutralized the virtues of the lode-stone, 
whence, he says, in his own time, it was believed by many mariners that 
the steersman of a ship should not eat onions or garlic, but he himself, 
after careful experiments, pronounces the story false (Book 7, p. 211). He 
goes on to say that a lode-stone which has lost its virtues may have them 
restored by being fed with iron-filings (idem, p. 212). (Which is just as my 
old witch, Maria Antonia Cabazos de Garza, often told me on the Rio 
Grande. Porta also says that Paracelsus taught that its virtues might be 
increased by dipping it in the oil of iron (sulphuric acid?); but Porta's 
own experiments in that line showed him that such a process rather tended 
to decrease the power of the lode-stone, as did heating it to a red heat 
(p. 212). Neither is it true, as asserted by Saint Augustine, that the mere 
presence of a diamond will deprive the lode-stone of its virtues (idem, 
p. 213). Porta also disproves the statements of certain Latin writers that 
goats' blood would dissolve the diamond, and restore the lost powers of 
the lode-stone (p. 214). He quotes Marbodius to the effect that this stone 
will reconcile husband and wife, when separated, and also serve as a test 
of chastity. 

jfohn G. Bourke. 

An Accumulative Lullaby. — In the " Games and Songs of American 
Children," p. in, is given an accumulative rhyme entitled, "There was a 



